REMARKS 

Claims 1-5, 15 and 16 have been canceled. 
Claims 6, 7, 10, 1 1 and 13 have been amended. 
Claims 6-14 remain in this application. 

New claim 

Claim 17 is a new claim. The Examiner is respectfully requested to enter claim 17 for 
examination in this application. Support for claim 17 may be found on page 6, lines 6-15 and 
page 8 5 lines 17-22. 

Section 102 (b) rejection of claims 1-4 and 15-16 

In section 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-4 and 15-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by Schultz et al. (US 5,668,689). 

Claim 1-4, 15-16 have been canceled without prejudice. 

Section 103(a) rejection of claims 5 and 10-12 

In section 5 of the Office Action, claims 5 and 10-12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Schulz et al. in view of Kennedy et al. (US 5,246,782). 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection on the grounds that references fail to teach 
or suggest all the claim limitations (MPEP 2143.03). 

Claim 5 has been canceled without prejudice. 
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Regarding claim 10, the claim has been amended to be in independent form and to 
exclude polyarylenes from the claimed group of crosslinking organic polymers. Both Schultz et 
ah and Kennedy et al. are silent with respect to crosslinking organic polymers consisting of 
poly(arylene ethers), polybenzocyclobutenes, functionalized poly(norbonenes), vinyl addition 
polymers, and soluble polyimides for encapulation/planarization material. Since there is no 
teaching or suggestion of this limitation in the references, Applicants submit that the Office has 
failed to establish a Prima Facie Case of Obviousness. Therefore, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to withdraw the ground of rejection with respect to claim 10. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the claim has been amended to be in independent form. Amended 
claim 1 1 recites, in relevant part, the following limitation: 

"wherein the soluble polyimides are low molecular weight oligomers 
functionalized at the chain ends with crosslinkable functional groups." 

Neither Schulz et al. nor Kennedy et al. teach or suggest that the crosslinking polymers 
are low molecular weight oligimers functionalized at the chain ends at the chain ends with 
crosslinkable functional groups. Since there is no teaching or suggestion of this limitation in the 
references, Applicants submit that the Office has failed to establish a Prima Facie Case of 
Obviousness. Therefore, the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the grounds of 
rejection with respect to claim 1 1 and to dependent claim 12. 
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Allowable subject matter 

In section 6 of the Office Action, claims 6-9 and 13-14 were objected to as being 
dependent on a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 
Applicants thank the Examiner for indication of allowability of claims 6-9 and 13-14. 

Claims 6 and 7 have been rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of 
base claim 1 and intervening claim 5. Claims 8 and 9 are dependent on claim 7 and require no 
amendment. 

Claim 13 has been rewritten in independent form including the limitations of base claim 
10. Claim 14 is dependent on claim 13 and requires no amendment. 

Applicant believes that claims 6-9 and 13-14 are now in condition for allowance. 

In view of the preceding amendments and remarks, Applicants believe that all the 
grounds for objection and rejection have been overcome and the pending claims are in condition 
for allowance and such action is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




William D. Gill Reg. No. 44,124 
Agent for Applicants 



IBM Corporation 



Intellectual Property Law 
5600 Cottle Road (L2PA/010) 
San Jose, CA 95193 
(408) 256-2821 



SJO920000015US2 



- 10- 



10/684,035 



